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'This has meant security and less worry'
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Gaybriel Rockett had no idea a trip to a recruiting station with her uncle during her senior
year of high school would result in a military career.

“While I waited, a go-getter recruiter suggested I take the practice ASVAB. I did well and
suddenly I was headed to take the physical, then given a job and a date to leave after
graduation,” said Rockett. “I decided to join because I had nothing to look forward to in my
hometown of East St. Louis, so it was a way to gain leverage in my life.”

Rockett began her Navy career in 1992 and served for nine years with much of that time
spent on assignments in and around Guam, Singapore, Hawaii, Japan, Hong Kong and
Dubai. Back on land, Rockett spent her last three years in the Navy as a recruiter and was
promoted to Interior Communications Electrician Petty Officer 2nd Class and then served
with the Sacramento Military Entrance Processing Station as a job counselor.

Now age 45 and residing in Richmond, Calif., Rockett has had issues with her knees from
being a seaman and interior communications electrician. She works as a substitute teacher,
but that means she’s not paid during breaks in the school year. The gaps in pay resulted in
Rockett falling behind on her mortgage and struggling to make ends meet.

In looking for a program that might help, Rockett found many options had requirements
that excluded her because she was working and didn’t meet poverty guidelines. She finally
found the VFW Unmet Needs program and applied hoping that she may qualify as a veteran
with a military-related disability. She was able to breathe a sigh of relief when her
application was approved.

“The grant paid about 95 percent of my mortgage. It helped me so much because I probably
would have started getting foreclosure letters,” Rockett said. “I am very appreciative. This
has meant security and less worry.”
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In addition to gratitude for the grant, Rockett is thankful for the people at the VFW who
helped her throughout the process and made sure she felt cared for in navigating
communication with the mortgage company and her bank. It let her know that the VFW and
all who support programs like Unmet Needs truly have the best interests of veterans in
mind. She hopes more people will donate to ensure veterans get the help they need before
it’s too late.

“Thank you for the continued support of veterans in need. I was so happy to hear that I
qualified because I really had an unmet need,” said Rockett. “This service is important
because it is homelessness prevention, it’s a stress reliever before depression or other
emotional or mental issues kick in that are not manageable. We need more preventative
solutions like these. More people like me who are just getting by should be able to qualify
before they are broken.”
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