
Semper Fi! Happy Birthday, Marines!
Nov 10, 2008

On November 10, we celebrate the 233rd year of rich tradition and spirit of the U.S. Marine
Corps. From the "Halls of Montezuma, to the Shores of Tripoli," our "Soldiers of the Sea"
have gallantly served our great nation for 233 years. First to land and first to fight, the Corps
has demonstrated battle after battle, the heroism and dedication of its Marines.

In 1921, Marine Corps Commandant, Major General John A. Lejeune, wrote "In every battle
and skirmish since the birth of our corps, Marines have acquitted themselves with the
greatest distinction, winning new honors on each occasion until the term 'Marine' has come
to signify all that is highest in military efficiency and soldierly virtue.

There is a special spirit and connection that exists for every man and women who have worn
the uniform of the "Few and the Proud." The 2.1 million members of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and its Auxiliaries proudly salute you today for your sacrifices and for your dedication
to duty and service to country.

Glen Gardner
Commander-in-Chief
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
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