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WASHINGTON – Today the Senate confirmed the appointment of Denis McDonough,
making him the new Veterans Affairs Secretary.

A native of Stillwater, Minnesota, Mr. McDonough graduated from Saint John's University
in 1992 and Georgetown University's Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service with an
MSFS degree in 1996. McDonough has extensive experience on Capitol Hill having served as
White House chief of staff under President Barack Obama, deputy national security advisor
and chief of staff of the National Security Council.

As White House chief of staff, McDonough exhibited his commitment to veterans by
working closely with the VA and Congress to address the many challenges and obstacles
veterans face in receiving veteran’s health care services from the VA.

“The VFW believes today’s confirmation of Mr. McDonough will allow the Department of
Veterans Affairs to leverage his years of government leadership experience to rebuild trust
and confidence in quality VA care throughout the veteran community, especially during
these uncertain times,” said Hal Roesch, VFW national commander. “The VFW looks
forward to working closely with Mr. McDonough to ensure the VA can continue its
aggressive fight against COVID-19, and to improve the delivery of care and benefits to our
nation’s heroes.”
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