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VFW holds the nation’s youth in high 
regard. Members regularly visit 
classrooms across the country to  
speak about their military experiences. 

E d u c a t i n g  A m e r i c a ’ s  Y o u t h
Patriotic School Programs

VFW annually sponsors the National 
Citizenship Education Teacher Awards.  
They recognize the nation’s top  
elementary, middle and high school 
teachers who teach citizenship education 
topics and promote America’s history  
and traditions. 

Carolyn Kennedy, Dorothy Williams  
and John Hanson were the 2008  
recipients of  VFW’s National Citizenship 
Education Teacher Awards.
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Unmet Needs 
One program financed through the Foundation  
is Unmet Needs. It is designed to meet the un- 
anticipated financial demands in the lives of  troops 
and their families, especially in the areas of  rent, 
mortgage, utilities, vehicle repair, medical expenses 
and food/basic assistance. Since 2004, Unmet 
Needs has provided more than $2.5 million to  
approximately 1,600 families with the aid of   
the Foundation.

VFW’s National Veterans Service 
NVS has, over the years, assisted thousands of  
veterans in obtaining access to medical care  
and compensation for disabilities due to military  
service. The VFW employs representatives who  
help veterans file disability claims related to their 
prior military service. In 2007, VFW helped veterans  
recover more than $1 billion. In December 2007, 
the VFW Foundation provided $100,000 to the  
NVS program for that year.

Operation Uplink
VFW Foundation financially supports Operation 
Uplink, which facilitates a variety of  communica-
tion options for troops so they can talk with family 
members in the U.S. Operation Uplink has issued 
more than 9 million free long-distance telephone 
cards and sponsored approximately 20 million  
minutes via Free Call Days on major holidays.  
Troops can simultaneously call home and see  
their loved ones via computer webcams.

Voice of Democracy
Over the past two years, the VFW Foundation  
has provided $248,000 to the VFW’s Voice  
of  Democracy program, which holds essay  
scholarship contests based on a patriotic  
theme for America’s youth.

VFW’s Unmet Needs stepped up to help 
Sgt. 1st Class Eric and Kelly Gray following a car 
accident in October 2007. The program paid an 
entire $1,000 auto insurance deductible to assist  
the Grays, who were expecting their third child.

G i v i n g  B a c k
VFW Foundation

E n s u r i n g  V F W  v a l u e s  b y 
p r o v i d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .

The mission of  the VFW Foundation is to man-
age and distribute resources to support veterans, 
active-duty personnel, the National Guard and Re-
serves, their families and communities.
	 Charity watchdog groups like the Independent 
Charities of  America gave the VFW Foundation a 
“Best of  America” rating, an honor bestowed upon 

only 1,500 of  some 50,000 charitable groups. 		
	 Charity Navigator provided the Foundation  
with three stars and a four-star efficiency rating,  
the highest rating possible.
	 Furthermore, the Foundation achieved full  
inclusion in the Combined Federal Campaign  
(CFC #10511), due to low operating costs.



National Headquarters
	 406 West 34th Street
	 Kansas City, MO 64111
	 Tel. (816) 756-3390

Adjutant General
	 Allen “Gunner” Kent
	 Tel. (816) 968-1110
	 Fax 816-968-1157
	 E-mail AKent@vfw.org

Quartermaster General
	 Lawrence M. Maher
	 Tel. (816) 968-1140
	 Fax 816-968-1189
	 E-mail LMaher@vfw.org

Development Department
	 Kelly Jones, Manager
	 Tel. (816) 968-1143
	 Fax 816-968-1129
	 E-mail KellyJones@vfw.org

VFW Foundation
	 Dan Shea, Director
	 Tel. (816) 968-1158
	 Fax 816-968-2789
	 E-mail DShea@vfw.org

Washington Office
	 200 Maryland Ave., NE
	 Washington, DC 20002
	 Tel. (202) 543-2239

	 Robert E. Wallace, Executive Director
	 Tel. (202) 608-8361
	 Fax 202-543-6719
	 E-mail bwallace@vfw.org

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n
Veterans of Foreign Wars
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VFW’s National Headquarters in Kansas City, 
Mo., contains the administrative offices of  
VFW. Some 155 employees work there, 
including those of  the National Military 
Services, Programs Department and VFW 
Foundation.



 “A man who is good enough to shed his 
blood for his country is good enough to be 
given a square deal afterwards. More than 
that no man is entitled to, and less than 
that no man shall have.”

Theodo r e  Roo s eve l t
F i r s t  P r e s i d en t  to  j o i n  V FW,  i n  1917
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C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n
Veterans of Foreign Wars

VFW’s Washington Office in the nation’s capital oversees almost 
70 employees in more than a dozen locations within the District 
of  Columbia and at major military installations around the 
country. National Veterans Service, National Legislative Service 
and National Security and Foreign Affairs are all located there.



 “Our house is built upon the
rock of eternity, not upon
the sands of time.”

J ame s  Roman i s
A  VFW Found i ng  Fa t h e r




