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August 8, 2008

James C. May

President and Chief Executive Officer
Air Transport Association of America
1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Mr. May:

On behalf of the 2.2 million members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. and its
Auxiliaries, | am writing to ask for your support to negotiate an agreement with your member
airlines to begin allowing military personnel traveling on official orders to check a third bag
without being charged.

My request is in response to an article in the El Paso Times on July 30, in which a young
soldier with three pieces of luggage was charged $100 for the excess bag. The soldier was on his
way to Iraq.

All major U.S. carriers currently waive baggage fees for up to two bags for military personnel
traveling under orders. However, a $100 fee for checking a third bag appears to be the industry
norm, unless you are flying first class or are an elite frequent flyer.

As mentioned in the attached news release that is going out today, | completely understand
the financial constraints the airline industry is in, but | also know the military traveler is an
extremely small fraction of the total passengers carried. Those who wear the uniform today are a
special class of citizen who enable everyone else to enjoy every liberty our great country holds
dear. They deserve special treatment because they have earned it.

I am not asking the airlines to open up their first class lounges or to provide executive perks
to military travelers, although that would be well received. What | am requesting is for your
member airlines to begin allowing all military personnel traveling on orders to check a third bag
without being charged. This should not be a difficult decision to reach, but it is one that needs to
be made.

Please have your staff contact VFW Public Affairs Director Joe Davis at 202-608-8357 or
JDavis@vfw.org should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Kot sl

GEORGE J. LISICKI
Commander in Chief

cc: John M. Meenan
ATAEVP & COO



